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EPA’s RUSHED DEADLINE FOR MORETON BAY BUYOUT CREATES OCEAN
OF PROBLEMS FOR SEAFOOD INDUSTRY, COMMUNITY & GOVERNMENT

THE Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is creating “an ocean of problems” by its refusal to
give Moreton Bay professional fishers sufficient time to decide whether or not to end their
fishing careers by tendering their licences.

Spokesmen for the two fishing industry organisations involved with Moreton Bay have both
condemned EPA’s actions as “hasty and ill-considered”.

They claim EPA is creating serious problems for the seafood industry, consumers and the
Queensland Government that will continue for months to come.

Professional fishers had been given barely a month to make the biggest decision of their
working lives: did they want to stay in Moreton Bay and keep fishing or did they want to go into
EPA’s “lottery” for a fishing licence buyout.

The deadline for fishers to submit an application for a licence buyout was tomorrow (28/11).

In a joint statement, Mr John Page of the Moreton Bay Seafood Industry Association (MBSIA),
and Mr Neil Green, President of the Statewide peak body, the Queensland Seafood Industry
Association (QSIA), said fishers had not been given sufficient time to make a considered
decision.

“The rezoning plan was only announced on October 19, fishermen didn’t receive details for
another week, and then they had to try to get accounting and legal advice, and complete a
licence buyout application, all by Friday, November 28. EPA are rushing this through and they
haven’t properly thought through the consequences,” they said.

Mr Page said: “Fishers and other business people involved in the seafood industry in Moreton
Bay have explained to the Environmental Protection Agency that they have not been given
enough time to prepare a properly-considered application.

“EPA warned that fishers should get independent financial and legal advice before deciding
whether or not to submit an application, and then refused to give them time enough to arrange
an appointment with their accountants and solicitors, let alone examine that advice and make a
considered decision.

“EPA should have extended the deadline. They have been working on this issue at their own
pace for ages and now they are rushing fishers to the high jump. What’s their rush? Why are
they trying to get this over with and out of the way, rather than doing the job properly?”
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“All fishing families want is a sustainable fishing industry for the future,” Mr Page said.

Mr Green said the EPA also had grossly understated the true costs of their rezoning plan and
the ongoing difficulties it would create for Queensland’s seafood and related industries.

“The licence buyout scheme is inadequately funded to remove the amount of fishing effort
required to match the fishing grounds that will be closed to commercial fishing, and it also
excludes significant groups who will be severely impacted, including dependent onshore
businesses, fishing vessel crew and fishing licence lessees,” he said.

“The QSIA is not critical of the State Government. We believe EPA is deceiving the Queensland
Government, seafood consumers and seafood-related industries. We will continue to criticise
EPA until they acknowledge and adequately address the true level of impact of their rezoning
plan.

“The seafood industry is not setting out to attack the principle of protecting the marine
environment of Moreton Bay. Nor is it trying to change the zones in the new plan -- despite the
anger generated by the reallocation of fisheries resources represented by the extensive yellow
“recereational-only” zones in particular. However, it will continue to criticise EPA’s attempt to
rezone the Marine Park on the cheap.

“Once the rezoning is implemented, EPA will move on, leaving in its wake a series of problems
for other Queensland Government Departments and other agencies to try to solve. These
issues will drag on for many months, as remaining professional fishing families, and onshore
businesses and their employees, suffer the financial impacts of disproportionately diminished
fishing areas and lower product volume.

“EPA needs to put up more money and buy out the required level of effort. Otherwise, working
fishing families and other business operators will go on suffering for months and months to
come.”

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr John Page, MBSIA, 0418 756 933
Mr Neil Green, QSIA, 0408 182 252



