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EPA “short changing” Queensland Government and seafood industry on
costs of Moreton Bay Marine Park fishing bans

THE Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has short changed both the seafood
industry and the Queensland Government in its estimates of the costs of its Moreton Bay
Marine Park fishing bans.

Queensland Seafood Industry Association (QSIA) Senior Vice President Mr Robin
Hansen said EPA had allowed a total of $15 million for buying out fishing licences but
the true cost would be closer to four times that much annually.

“We are calling on the Queensland Government to independently review the impacts of
the fishing bans,” Mr Hansen said. “The area closed to professional fishermen is larger
than people think and the costs will certainly be far higher than EPA have told the
Government.

“EPA has told the State Government a figure of $15 million will make up for the fishing
losses. Our research suggests the annual losses will be closer to $60 million and there’s
no way EPA’s budgeted figure will cover the true cost.

“EPA is proposing a structural adjustment package for professional fishermen, where
they buy out a certain number of licences. We saw exactly the same thing in the
rezoning of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park in 2004, where bureaucrats told the
Federal Government rezoning would cost industry no more than $2.6 million a year.

“Well, so far the Federal Government has paid out more than $250 million to businesses
damaged by the GBR Marine Park bans. EPA is going down exactly the same track.”

Mr Hansen said that, while the EPA was publicising the fact 16% of the Moreton Bay
Marine Park was closed to fishing, in fact the QSIA estimated more than 50% was
closed to one or more forms of commercial fishing.

“As well as the 16% of the Marine Park totally closed to all forms of fishing in ‘no fishing’
green zones, professional fishing in one form or another is also banned from
‘recreational only’ yellow zones and ‘no trawling’ dark blue zones.

“Also, fishermen say many of their most productive fishing grounds have been locked
away by the new bans -- deliberately locked away, they believe -- and that this will
mean the actual seafood production losses will be a far higher proportion than the
simple area of the closures.



“This is a complex issue and EPA have tried to spin the positives and hide the negatives.
But this is going to be a cruel blow to professional fishermen and it is also going to hurt
the seafood consumers of south-east Queensland. The seafood available to the public in
the south-east corner will definitely be slashed by EPA’s actions.”

Mr Hansen said he was also very concerned about the impact of EPA’s new Marine Park
zoning on seafood processors, wholesalers and retailers adjacent to Moreton Bay.

“‘Apparently, EPA has made no allowance for the loss of turnover this will cause onshore
seafood-related businesses. Yet, everyone knows from the Great Barrier Reef
experience that big closures like these really hurt onshore businesses. Is EPA going to
try to ignore the income lost by dependent small businesses round Moreton Bay?”

Mr Hansen said even the structural adjustment package proposed by EPA looks flawed.

“‘Under the EPA scheme proposed so far, the fishermen most affected are not
necessarily the ones whose fishing licences would be bought back. EPA is going for the
lowest tenderer until they get a certain proportion of licences.

“To be honest, | believe EPA has gone into this whole rezoning process in the Moreton
Bay Marine Park without any regard for its impact on the seafood industry, seafood

consumers and related businesses.

“‘Unless the Queensland Government pulls the EPA bureaucrats into line, they will try to
hide the true costs of their fishing bans and short change everyone involved.

“We’re not about to let that happen.”
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