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Marine managers and Queensland seafood industry team up on climate change

Queensland marine managers and the Queensland seafood industry have joined forces to help ensure commercial fishing
on the Great Barrier Reef is sustainable in the face of threats like climate change.

The partnership between the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) and Queensland Seafood Industry
Association (QSIA) will be officially launched in Townsville today (14 August 2009).

Together, the organisations will work on a number of projects that will be economically beneficial for industry and good for
the environment.

To assist with kick-starting the partnership, the GBRMPA is providing financial support to assist in the appointment of new
climate change and industry liaison officer Eric Perez who will work with industry to develop and implement these projects.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) Chairman Russell Reichelt said this was the first time the
organisations had formally worked together in this way and it was an important step forward.

"We're delighted to work with the Queensland Seafood Industry Association to help ensure the industry is well-placed to
cope with the impacts of climate change," he said.

"We recognise that this industry depends on the Reef for their livelihoods and, for this reason, are concerned about the
future of the Reef.

"Commercial fishers and seafood marketers are interested in the long-term health of the Reef and we are keen to work
with them to ensure their industry remains sustainable."

New industry liaison officer Eric Perez will work on several projects including a fishing industry emissions calculator that
will help commercial operators monitor and reduce their carbon emissions.

He will also work with the GBRMPA, Queensland Primary Industries and Fisheries and James Cook University on
research into how cyclone Hamish impacted on reefs in the southern Great Barrier Reef and the fishers who rely on the
Reef.

QSIA President Michael Gardner said the industry body was actively engaged in working with GBRMPA to develop
scientific projects that will assist and provide both environmental and business benefits.

"It's important for us to work with marine managers to future-proof the industry by introducing projects that are beneficial
for both businesses and the environment," he said.

"A healthy Reef with good water quality and plenty of marine life means there is a healthy fishing industry.

"To ensure industry is well-placed to cope with economic and environmental changes that may impact on the industry,
we're looking at a number of projects that put the commercial fishing industry on the front foot.

"This way they can be the leaders of change with capacity to predict and shape their business rather than simply having to
respond to these impacts."

Ends ...

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority is the principal advisor to the Australian Government, through the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and
the Arts on the care, development and management of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. The Authority works in partnership with other government
agencies, industry, community groups and individuals to help preserve the social, economic and environmental values of the Great Barrier Reef.

Interview/vision opportunity: GBRMPA Chairman Russell Reichelt and QSIA Chairman Michael Gardner will be
available today at 10.00m at the Ross River Marina at the end of Fifth Avenue, South Townsville. Interviews will take
place with a backdrop of fishing vessels and vision is available of the spokespeople on the wharf and visiting a nearby
seafood retailer. For more information contact Lisa Pennisi at GBRMPA on (07) 4750 0807 or Michael Gardner at QSIA
on 3262 6855.



