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FISHERMEN ANGRY AT GBRMPA GREEN ZONE CLAIMS 

 

FISHERMEN are angry at claims by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) 
about benefits of no-fishing “green zones” in the Marine Park. 
 
Queensland Seafood Industry Association (QSIA) President Mr Neil Green said his telephone 
had been “running hot” and fishermen were disgusted at attempts to justify the personal and 
economic devastation caused by the GBRMPA fishing bans. 
 
Mr Green was responding to a statement by GBRMPA Chair Mrs Virginia Chadwick. 
 
Mrs Chadwick said monitoring of closed reefs found numbers of fish like coral trout had 
increased and “has shown the importance of green zones and why they are vital to the future of 
the reef.” 
 
Mr Green said increased fish numbers reported from some reefs were the result of actions by 
the Queensland Government, not GBRMPA. 
 
“At the same time new green zones were imposed, the State Government implemented new 
catch limits that reduced the commercial harvest of reef fish by over 1,000 tonnes. That is why 
there are more fish being seen on reefs -- and a lot less fish in retail outlets. 
 
“Researchers have always predicted it would be five to 10 years after the introduction of no 
fishing green zones before they could accurately conduct stock assessments to value the 
increased numbers of fish like coral trout attributed to these zones. 
 
“The latest surveys are showing a spike in fish numbers and of course GBRMPA are trying to 
take the credit prematurely. That’s the way they are. Their public relations machine is a lot 
better than their science. 
 
“What we are seeing now can be easily explained. The Queensland Government's Coral Reef 
Fin Fish Plan was introduced the same day the green zones were bestowed on us, immediately 
reducing the commercial reef fish catch by over 1,000 tonnes a year. 
 
“It’s been two years since this plan was introduced, which represents over 2,000 tonnes of 
legal-sized reef fish not caught but left in the water. This is what the current research is seeing, 
not green zone effects! 
 
“Obviously two years hasn't been long enough for fish to spawn and grow to represent the 
increase that GBRMPA are trying to attribute to their devastating green zones. 
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“This is just another example of GBRMPA’s “science by media approach" to reef management, 
yet again trying to deceive the politicians and general public yet again. 
 
“GBRMPA manage the reef but the Queensland Department of Primary Industries & Fisheries 
manage the fish, and it’s as a result of their reduced catch limits that there are more fish being 
spotted.  
 
“It’s pretty obvious if you leave 2,000 tonnes of mature, legal-sized fish in the water, you are 
going to see more. Fishermen believe far too many fish have been left in the water, far more 
than necessary, but whatever the rights or wrongs of that situation, the extra fish being seen 
now are the responsibility of the Queensland Government’s fish managers, not GBRMPA’s 
people managers.” 
 
Mr Green said GBRMPA’s latest media campaign was part of increasingly desperate attempts 
by GBRMPA to justify the personal and economic devastation caused to seafood businesses 
throughout the coral coast by their fishing bans. 
 
“When the Marine Park rezoning was debated three years ago, GBRMPA told Federal 
Parliament the fishing bans would cost no more than $2.6 million a year,” he said. “Well, the 
bans have been in place just over two years and so far they have cost the Federal Government 
and taxpayers close to $100 million in compensation for affected businesses. 
 
 “Federal Parliamentarians and bureaucrats now realise that GBRMPA’s bans were completely 
over the top and that they have caused irreparable damage to seafood and related industries in 
Queensland.  
       
“GBRMPA now look like they’re trying to claim increased coral trout numbers on closed reefs 
justify the damage they have wrought to people’s lives but that is just not true. 
 
“Research projects 20 years ago showed closing reefs to fishing would increase fish numbers. 
That’s obvious and it’s not the point, anyway. The point is that GBRMPA banned fishing in a far 
bigger area than was needed. And they banned fishing in areas critical for professional and 
recreational fishing. 
 
“Reef fishing was already sustainable. This was never about fisheries management  --  it was 
about biodiversity and trying to ‘future-proof’ the Great Barrier Reef against impacts of possible 
threats like global warming. 
 
“Fishermen and other seafood operators have paid a terrible price in lost businesses and family 
trauma. To try to argue now, the way GBRMPA is doing, that fishermen will benefit from the 
fishing bans is just adding insult to injury.  
 
“All through this whole tragic rezoning process, GBRMPA tried to hype the benefits and hide the 
costs, and it looks like they’re still repeating the same tricks. GBRMPA haven’t learnt a thing or 
changed their bad old habits, despite all the suffering they’ve caused.” 
 
* “Fish Surveys Demonstrate Benefit of New Reef Zoning Plan”, Australian Institute of Marine 
Science, Friday 18 August 2006.  
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