
 

 
 

 
 
 
Mr Eric Perez 
 
Manager - Climate Change, Fisheries and Industry 
Development 
QSIA 
 
Phone: (07) 3262 6855 
Mobile: 0414 841 532 
Email: eperez@qsia.com.au 
 
 

Over the past 10 years Mr Perez has worked on policy and project management issues in the public 
and private sectors.  He has worked on agricultural policy and compliance issues at the Brisbane 
Markets for Brismark, the peak Queensland representative body for fruit and vegetable wholesalers.  
He has worked for the tourism sector dealing with policy issues on a cross sectoral basis for the 
Queensland Tourism Industry Council. 

He has also worked at the Local, State and Federal government levels focussing on asset 
management and infrastructure, industry development, small business issues.  He has also worked 
on education policy at the State and National levels. 

At present, Mr Perez is involved in cross sectoral, strategic fisheries and industry development issues 
for the QSIA.  His current focus is delivering climate change messages to the Queensland seafood 
industry by working with researchers and fisheries management.  He currently represents the 
interests of Queensland commercial fishers as a member of the Queensland Fisheries Research 
Advisory Board. 
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Associate Professor Neil Holbrook 
 
Associate Professor of Climatology and Climate Change 
Convener, National Climate Change Adaptation Research 
Network for Marine Biodiversity and Resources 
School of Geography and Environmental Studies 
University of Tasmania 
 
Phone: (03) 6226 2027 
Email: Neil.Holbrook@utas.edu.au 
 

 
Associate Professor Holbrook uses his background in applied mathematics and physical 
oceanography, and his expertise in ocean and climate dynamics at seasonal to multi-centennial time 
scales, to better diagnose the important mechanisms underpinning climate variability and climate 
change.  To reduce the uncertainties associated with human-induced (anthropogenic) climate change, 
the potential risks associated with abrupt climate change, and the likely changes in climatic extreme 
events, requires a strong understanding of natural climate variability on all time scales. 
 
He leads a small team developing deterministic and statistical models to better predict El Niño – 
Southern Oscillation, Pacific decadal variability and tropical cyclone formation, in order to reduce 
climate risks.  He has also published extensively in the international literature on the ocean’s role in 
climate, climate variability, climate extremes and climate change.  Professor Holbrook is Convener of 
Australia’s National Climate Change Adaptation Research Network for Marine Biodiversity and 
Resources. 
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Dr Alistair Hobday 
 
Stream Leader - Climate Adaptation Flagship, Marine and 
Atmospheric Research 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO) 
 
Phone: (03) 6232 5310 
Email: Alistair.Hobday@csiro.au 
 
 

 
Dr Hobday is a Principal Research Scientist at CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research.  His 
research spans a range of topics, including spatial management and migration of large pelagic 
species, environmental influences on marine species, and the impacts of climate change on marine 
resources. 
 
He leads the Marine Climate Impacts area within the CSIRO Climate Adaptation Flagship, and has 
been co-editor of two recent reports on the impacts of climate change on (1) fisheries and 
aquaculture, and (2) Australian marine life.  He contributed to the development of the Marine National 
Adaptation Research Plan, co-leads the Biodiversity and Resources theme in the National Climate 
Change Adaptation Research Facility (NCCARF) Marine Network and is co-chair of the international 
Climate Impacts on Top Ocean Predators program. 
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Dr Sean Pascoe 
 
Marine Resource Economist 
Marine and Atmospheric Research 
CSIRO  
 
Phone: (07) 3833 5966 
Email: Sean.pascoe@csiro.au 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Pascoe is a marine resource economist with the CSIRO marine and atmospheric research unit. 
He has over 25 years experience of applied fisheries economics research.  He has previously worked 
with the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and was Director of the Centre for 
the Economics and Management of Aquatic Resources at the University of Portsmouth in the United 
Kingdom.  He was Professor of Natural Resource Economics at the University of Portsmouth and is 
currently Adjunct Professor of Economics at Queensland University of Technology. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Dr Sarah Jennings 
 
Head of School, Economics and Finance 
University of Tasmania 
 
Phone: (03) 6226 2828 
Mobile: 0459 069 250  
Email: sarah.jennings@utas.edu.au 
 
 

 
Dr Jennings is a natural resource economist with particular expertise in applied welfare analysis, 
including cost-benefit analysis and non-market valuation.  Her involvement in marine economics 
includes the evaluation of climate change impacts and adaptation strategies, and exploration of the 
behavioural responses of recreational fishers to climate-induced changes. 
 
She is also currently involved in projects that consider marine reserves and stock enhancements in a 
climate change context.  Dr Jennings leads the national Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation (FRDC) Building Capability in Fisheries Economics Project and is a leader of the Markets 
Theme in the NCCARF Marine Biodiversity and Resources Adaptation Research Network. 
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Mr Tony Collard and Mrs Karen Collard 
 
Queensland Trawl Fishers 
QSIA Members 
 
Mobile: 0400 115 318 
Email: tkcollard@bigpond.com 

 
Mr Collard has been involved with primary industries all his life.  Growing up on a dairy farm at 
Norwell, his family also owned and operated a saw mill and the last arrowroot flour mill in Australia.  
Finishing school, aged 15, he was deckhand on FV Ka-Mar-On and FV Nekwah for 3 years, prawn 
trawling from Cairns to the Torres Strait before trying various land based jobs for 9 years.  Mr Collard 
moved to Townsville in 1994 to return to commercial fishing, buying FV Danny-Mac in 2004 with wife 
Karen and in 2007 upgrading to FV Fiora.  In 2010, Mr Collard became Area 6 Trawl Representative 
for QSIA and is involved with the current Queensland East Coast Trawl Management Plan Review. 
 
Mrs Collard became involved with the Queensland fishing industry when her husband Tony returned 
to commercial fishing in 1994, purchasing their first trawler in 2004.  Prior to starting a family in 1996 
She has 12 years banking experience, culminating in the position of Metway Bank Branch Manager.  
She helped establish the Townsville Queensland Women’s Industry Network for the Seafood 
Community in 1999 and arranged workshop meetings with ATO and Work Cover Queensland during 
2000 when GST was introduced to clarify employment terms for fishing crew.  Returning to paid 
employment in 2002, she works at the Queensland Country Credit Union as a Loans Assessor.  Mr 
and Mrs Collard have been involved with the QSIA and Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
(GBRMPA) fisheries and climate change partnership since attending a workshop in October 2009. 
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Dr Andrew Tobin 
 
Senior Research Fellow 
Fishing and Fisheries Research Centre 
James Cook University 
 
Phone: (07) 4781 5113 
Email: andrew.tobin@jcu.edu.au 
 
 

 
The proliferation of marine protection zones (MPZs) around Australia has been rapid and taken many 
fishers by surprise.  Much of the research Dr Tobin is currently involved with is attempting to 
determine what if any benefits MPZs have in sustaining fisheries.  He sees this area of research as 
vitally important as the primary goal of MPZs is often not for fisheries but for ecosystem protection. 
Many fishers are frustrated by this principle, particularly when traditional fisheries management tools 
(such as size, catch and gear restrictions) already limit fisheries harvests.  Dr Tobin believes that the 
focus now needs to be firmly on understanding the benefits each fisheries target species may gain 
from MPZs so that these benefits can be considered in the future assessment, monitoring and 
management of our fisheries. 
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Dr Nadine Marshall 
 
Senior Social Scientist, CSIRO Ecosystem Sciences 
CSIRO 
 
Phone: (07) 4753 8537  
Mobile: 0439 073 010 
Email: nadine.marshall@csiro.au 
 
 
 

 
Dr Marshall has been involved with the fishing industry in Queensland since 1999.  She works as a 
social scientist with CSIRO and also works with other primary industries.  Her main research currently 
looks at how fishers, farmers and graziers might be vulnerable to climate change, and how they might 
best prepare. She is currently an advisor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dr Renae Tobin 
 
Research Fellow 
Fishing and Fisheries Research Centre 
James Cook University 
 
Phone: (07) 4781 5196 
Email: renae.tobin@jcu.edu.au 
 
 
 

 
Dr Tobin has worked with Queensland fishers and fisheries and marine park managers through social 
science research since 2002.  Working within the Fishing and Fisheries Research Centre at James 
Cook University, her research has been stakeholder driven and therefore diverse, ranging from 
exploring conflict between sectors, documenting effects of management change on industry, 
developing socio-economic indicators, investigating potential for co-management in regional areas, to 
now exploring the adaptive capacity of industry to change. 
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Mr Randall Owens 
 
Manager - Sustainable Fishing 
Ecosystem Conservation and Sustainable Use 
GBRMPA 
 
Phone: (07) 4750 0708 
Mobile: 0407 122 226 
Email: randallo@gbrmpa.gov.au 
 

 
Mr Owens has an MBA in Marine Resource Management and remains an avid fisher. He has some 
experience in International marine spatial planning issues following a Western Pacific Fisheries 
Management Council (WPFMC) invite to speak at a 2005 fisher's forum in Honolulu, time in the Baltic 
in 2008 and a WPFMC convened Marine Spatial Planning forum in Taipei in 2010. He completed his 
MBA dissertation comparing the scope of processes that were used to rezone the Great Barrier Reef 
(GBR) under the Representative Area Program and the processes that were in place to establish the 
North Western Hawaiian Islands National Marine Monument. 

Mr Owens has an MBA in Marine Resource Management and remains an avid fisher. He has some 
experience in International marine spatial planning issues following a Western Pacific Fisheries 
Management Council (WPFMC) invite to speak at a 2005 fisher's forum in Honolulu, time in the Baltic 
in 2008 and a WPFMC convened Marine Spatial Planning forum in Taipei in 2010. He completed his 
MBA dissertation comparing the scope of processes that were used to rezone the Great Barrier Reef 
(GBR) under the Representative Area Program and the processes that were in place to establish the 
North Western Hawaiian Islands National Marine Monument. 

  

 
 

 
 
Ms Margie Atkinson 
 
Project Manager 
Ecosystem, Conservation and Sustainable Use Group 
GBRMPA 
 
Phone: (07) 4750 0735 
Mobile: margie.atkinson@gbrmpa.gov.au 

 
Ms Atkinson has a broad background in marine ecological research, fishing aspects of marine park 
management, community outreach and mentoring as well as sustainability assessment.  She has 
worked with commercial fishers in Queensland since 2003, to develop partnerships, build co-
management arrangements and facilitate best practice/stewardship initiatives.  Initially this focused on 
the need to change governance arrangements in the marine aquarium fishing sector, and has now 
broadened to include other sectors and to focus increasingly on ways to adapt to future change, 
including climate change. 
 
Since 2009, Ms Atkinson has worked closely with the QSIA on a partnership project funded under the 
GBR Climate Change Action Plan.  It aims to improve communication and engagement networks, 
work towards a shared vision of ecosystem-based management in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
and facilitate initiatives that will assist industry in the face of climate change and other impacts.  One 
of the many outputs has been the collaborative development of a customised emissions calculator for 
the fishing industry. 
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Mr Neil Cliffe 
 
Manager, Climate Risk Management & Adaptation Project
Agri-Science Queensland 
Department of Employment, Economic Development and 
Innovation 
 
Phone: (07) 4967 0957 
Mobile: 0418 193 687 
Email: neil.cliffe@deedi.qld.gov.au 
 

 
Mr Cliffe's involvement with the seafood industry directly is limited to facilitating a climate change 
adaptation briefing for peak industry bodies, including the aquaculture industry in 2010. Mr Cliffe is an 
avid consumer of seafood products and an occasional recreational fisher and crabber in the estuaries 
south of Mackay. 

 
Panel Session 
 
Industry body representatives: Dr Andrew Tobin and Mr Michael Garrahy 

 
Government representatives: Mr Dallas D'Silva and Dr Collin Creighton 

 
Industry representatives: Mrs Karen Collard and Mr Simon Boag 

 
Science representatives: Dr Renae Tobin and Associate Professor Neil Holbrook 

 
Moderator: Dr Paul Marshall 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Dr Paul Marshall 
 
Director Climate Change  
GBRMPA 
 
Phone: (07) 4750 0771 
Email: paul.marshall@gbrmpa.gov.au 

 
Dr Marshall is Director of the Climate Change Group in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. 
He leads national and international initiatives to understand climate vulnerability of coral reef systems 
and provide adaptation guidance for conservation practitioners and resource-dependent industries 
and communities.  He is particularly interested in integrating knowledge to support practical 
adaptation measures in tropical marine systems. 
 
He co-edited Climate Change and the Great Barrier Reef: A Vulnerability Assessment and A Reef 
Manager's Guide to Coral Bleaching and has published over 30 research papers on issues relating to 
climate change and management of coral reefs. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mr Michael Garrahy 
 
Director 
QSIA 
 
Mobile: 0411 517 587 
Email: michael@lawessentials.net.au 
 
 

 
Founder and Director of Law Essentials, a Regional Queensland based legal business with sites at 
Hervey Bay, Gympie and Noosa, current role as Business Development Leader.  Board Member of 
Queensland Seafood Industry Association and also the National Country Music Muster.  A specialist 
small business advisor, Michael’s main passion is business strategy and execution. He has a 
particular interest and focus on seafood exporters, wholesalers, retailers, harvest, allied businesses 
and the various lobby groups linked to the seafood industry throughout Queensland. 
 
Mr Garrahy has extensive litigation and advocacy practice; appearing in courts and tribunals 
throughout Queensland over 2 decades.  He has been involved in many significant seafood industry 
related court and tribunal decisions. Together with a partner he developed a multi site personal injury 
litigation business at 4 regional Queensland locations. 
 
His legal business was the Business Advisor to around 50% of the Queensland seafood industry and 
allied businesses severely impacted by the GBR RAP process between 2004 to 2008. He assembled 
a team of lawyers, accountants, scientists and an economist to prove specific impacts and secure 
business restructure assistance packages for damaged businesses of more than 120 million dollars 
out of the 220 million dollar package.  Mr Garrahy's legal firm is currently representing many seafood 
industry businesses impacted by the 2009 Moreton bay oil spill and chemical container loss from the 
Pacific Adventurer. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Mr Colin Creighton 
 
Chair, FRDC Climate change Adaptation Research Program  
Fisheries Research Development Corporation 
 
Mobile: 0418 225 894 
Email: colin.creighton@frdc.com.au 

 
Mr Creighton grew up on the Clarence, where a very long time ago he was a professional fisherman – 
king prawn trawl.  He has been active in retaining fisheries habitat, wetland and estuary repair, 
leading a range of fisheries R&D, including Great Barrier Reef and Torres Strait,  the 
bioregionalisation of Australia’s marine environments, Australian National Estuaries Assessment as 
part of leading the National Land and Water Resources Audit, CSIRO Water Flagship and Reef 
Rescue. 
 
Mr Creighton currently leads and science manages the Climate Forecasting R&D initiative called 
Managing Climate Variability and the FRDC – DCCEE joint Marine Biodiversity and Fisheries Climate 
Change Adaptation initiative which includes exploring regional approaches to fisheries management, 
both commercial and recreational as proposed under the National Climate Change Action Plan for 
Fisheries and Aquaculture. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Mr Simon Boag 
 
Chief Executive Officer 
South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association 
 
Mobile: 0428 141 591 
Email: simonboag@setfia.org.au 
 
 
 

 
Mr Boag holds a degree in environmental science, graduate diploma in applied science - fisheries and 
an MBA. He has worked in fisheries in Antarctica, Argentina, New Zealand, and Australia. In New 
Zealand he managed the Sealord Group’s annual $30m energy spend. 

He prepared the New Zealand seafood industry’s submission on emissions trading and appeared 
before the select committee on emissions trading.  He currently represents the interests of 
Commonwealth licensed trawl fisherman in Australia’s second largest fishery, the South-East trawl. 
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Mr Dallas D'Silva 
 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Adaptation to  
Climate Change Program 
Fisheries Victoria 
 
Phone: (03) 9658 4363 
Email: dallas.d'silva@dpi.vic.gov.au 
 

Mr D'Silva works for Fisheries Victoria, Department of Primary Industries.  He is the Manager of the 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Adaptation to Climate Change Program in Melbourne Australia. Mr D'Silva 
has 15 years expertise in marine fisheries management in temperate and tropical Australia. 

He is currently coordinator of the Fisheries and Aquaculture South East Australia Program.  The 
program seeks to understand climate change impacts for the South East 'hotspot' and ensure 
fisheries management arrangements and stakeholders are capable of adaptation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
Dr Daniel Spooner 
 
Group Leader - Chemistry and Benthic Ecology 
Fisheries Victoria 
Department of Primary Industries 
 
Phone: (03) 5258 0311 
Email: daniel.spooner@dpi.vic.gov.au 
 
 
 

 
Dr Spooner, Fisheries Victoria, Department of Primary Industries.  He is the Group Leader of the 
Chemistry and Benthic Ecology group at the Fisheries Research Branch in Queenscliff Australia. 
Daniel has a substantial research and project management background in marine science. 

He is currently leading the climate change initiative work for the Department of Primary Industries 
Research Branch.  Dr Spooner is actively involved in developing priority research projects and 
engagement of stakeholder groups to facilitate exchange of climate change related information. 
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Dr Keith Brander 
 
Senior Research Scientist 
DTU Aqua - Danish Institute of Aquatic Resources  
Technical University of Denmark 
 
Phone: +45 33 96 33 00  
Mobile: +45 23 29 68 35 
Email: kbr@aqua.dtu.dk  
 
 

 
Dr Brander is the Senior Research Scientist at Dept of Oceanography, Technical University of 
Denmark, National Institute of Aquatic Resources. Recent work has been on climate impacts on 
fisheries and on how to develop ecosystem approaches for marine management (Dr Brander wrote 
the parts of the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report dealing with fisheries). 

Dr Brander was Fisheries Science Adviser to the UK Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and he has 
been advising on fisheries management for many years.    
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Dr David Sterling 
 
Director 
Sterling Trawl Gear Services 
 
Phone: (07) 3393 6924 
Mobile: 0428 331 103 
Email: djstgs@tpgi.com.au 
 
 

 
Dr Sterling works as a fisheries engineer conducting associated research and development for 
improving the eco-efficiency of fisheries.  For 15 years he was also an active partner in a fishing 
business that operated two prawn trawlers in the Queensland east coast trawl fishery. 
 
For 5 years in the early 1990’s, Dr Sterling was a lecturer in fishing technology at the Australian 
Maritime College, where he also managed the Fishing Technology Unit and its flume tank.  Previous 
to that he worked as a technician for 2 years with the Queensland Department of Primary Industries 
researching the status and dynamics of prawn stocks in the Torres Strait. 
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Mr Ryan Donnelly 
 
Strategic Projects 
Cairns Marine 
 
Phone: (07) 4058 1711 
Mobile: 0400 700 784 
Email: Ryan@cairnsmarine.com 
 

 
Mr Donnelly joined Australia's largest aquarium specimen supplier, Cairns Marine, in mid-2006 after 
coordinating business networks for economic development in the marine and engineering industries in 
Far North Queensland. His role with Cairns Marine is to implement strategic development initiatives. 
Mr Donnelly's background is in tropical fisheries research and management as well as marine 
conservation, practiced mainly in the Indo-Pacific region. 

He compiled the aquarium supply industry’s landmark Stewardship Action Plan, including a response 
plan to events linked to climate change and a Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment, which 
includes strengthening the Ecological Risk Assessment for aquarium fisheries on the Great Barrier 
Reef to incorporate indirect effects on habitats that are vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 
Mr Donnelly maintains Cairns Marine’s external visibility through his involvement with various boards 
and committees that seek to advance industry development and sustainable natural resource 
management outcomes. 

 
 




