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Executive Summary  

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǇŜŀǊƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ όŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅύ relies on secure and 

ongoing access to productive fisheries.  We recognise that the productivity of these fisheries is 

dependent on a healthy and ecologically resilient marine environment.   

The northern commercial fishing industry is pleased to present this submission in response to the 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ bƻǊǘƘ Marine Region (NMR) marine reserve network.  The 

submission represents a valuable opportunity for the fishing industry and government to work together 

to refine the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ existing proposal, and minimise its socio-economic impacts.   

The fishing industry refinements (Figure 1) are focused on reducing both the direct and broader socio-

economic impacts of the proposed reserve network on the fishing industry, and communities.  They are 

also designed to achieve many of the conservation outcomes sought by government in its North 

bioregional marine planning process.   

Our submission also provides detailed information about the impacts of the proposed marine reserves 

on northern commercial fisheries, to enable further refinements to the existing government proposal. It 

incorporates the experience and knowledge of representatives from all of the directly affected northern 

commercial fisheries; and represents a unified fishing industry position on these critically important 

issues.  

 

Figure 1: Fishing ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǊŜŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ  












































































































